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‘&“L Health
NSW South Western Sydney

covernvent | Local Health District

SWD18/75575
Mr Brett Whitworth ”
Director Aerotropolis Activation
Department of Planning and Environment
aerotropolis@planning.nsw.gov.au

Dear Mr Whitworth,

Exhibition of Western Sydney Aerotropolis Stage 1 Land Use and Infrastructure
Implementation Plan (LUIIP)

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on the Western Sydney Aerotropolis LUIIP.
South Western Sydney Local Health District (SWSLHD) recognises that the built and social
environment can significantly influence health outcomes and acknowledges the important role
this plan will have in creating a healthy, liveable and connected aerotropolis in western Sydney,

. SWSLHD is supportive of the development of health facilities within the Aerotropolis precincts,

and co-location with education and other facilities is consistent with planning for Shared Service
Delivery Hubs. Co-location of health services with public transport modes is a key consideration
for placement of health facilities into the future, ensuring good accessibility for consumers and
staff.

Active transport will be a hallmark of healthy and liveable cities of the future, so the vision for
the Aerotropolis will need to have a clear focus on this in the LUIIP. We welcome the
commitment to walking and cycling paths, but recognise that active transport has different
drivers to recreational exercise and walking and should be considered as a focus area in its
own right.

Ground-based noise from the airport appears not to have been considered. Residential land
uses may need to be further restricted and noise mitigated at the source through barriers, or
incorporated into the design of dwellings.

Please find attached a detailed list of comments and recommendations on the LUIIP,

Should you require further information, please contact Dr Stephen Conaty, Director Population

Health, SWSLHD, o i via email

Regards,

Amanda Larkin
Chief Executive

Date: ‘mﬁ)fi?
South Western Sydney Local Health District acknowledges the traditional owners of the land.

South Western Sydney Local Health District

- - " ABN 46 738 965 845
eneral Correspondence

S p Liverpool Hospital Eastern Campus
Email: swslhd.esu@sswahs.nsw.gov.au Locked Bag 7278 Liverpool BC 1871

Website: www.swslhd.nsw.gov.au Tel 612 8738 6000 Fax 612 8738 6001



Appendix 1. South Western Sydney Local Health District Response to Western Sydney
Aerotropolis LUIIP

1. Health Facilities

Plan reference | Comments/Recommendations

Page 48 SWSLHD agree with the statements made in this section of the document and
6.1.3 Health contribute the following additional details:

Facilities e As part of supporting growth in the South Western Planned Precincts, a
mid-size public hospital is proposed for the Bringelly area. This may be
located within the Aerotropolis Core to serve the health needs of the
wider Aerotropolis region.

e A key feature of SWSLHD’s planning for future community-based
services is Shared Service Delivery, which describes the co-location of
health services with other key community services e.g. schools. As the
Aerotropolis develops, this model will enable the provision of care closer
to where people live and work, even as populations are emerging.

e An Integrated Health Hub is planned for Leppington, located in close
proximity to public transport linkages including Leppington train station.
While not within the Aerotropolis region, this health facility would service
areas of the Aerotropolis particularly the Aerotropolis Core. The
Integrated Health Hub model would reduce the demand on acute
hospitals, and deliver a mix of medical, nursing and allied health
specialties, supporting and building capacity for general practice and
ambulance diversion.

2. Active Travel

SWSLHD recommends the LUIIP place more emphasis on planning for active travel. The
omission of active transport in the vision statement (page 15) is a missed opportunity to make
this a visible priority. Under section 4.2.1, there is a welcome aspiration to ‘making public and
active transport the easiest and most convenient choice’, and this needs to be described and
backed up in the rest of the plan.

The commitment to provide walkways and bicycle paths is to be commended. To create a truly
liveable city, provision for active transport and leisure and recreational use needs to be at the

heart of plapning.throughout the Aerotropolis, and not confiped to the green corridors. We
welcome m@mpaths, but Ma no mention of active
transport across the Aerotropolis, as distinct from leisure and recreational use of paths.

Active transport has different drivers to recreational exercise and walking, and should be
considered as an important area in its own right.

Active transport has well documented health benefits and is reliant on urban design that
considers factors such as perceived safety from crime and traffic, shorter distances to
destinations, and density of residential dwelling. It is also supported by available and reliable
public transport.

Many of the proposed rail links and stations in the LUIIP are described as ‘potential’ or ‘in

planning’. Whether or not these are implemented will have a major impact on how well the plan
is able to realise its aspirations.
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The Aerotropolis development offers an excellent opportunity to get the planning right from the
start. We recommend a strong focus on public transport infrastructure that is prioritised,
developed early and promoted, for the benefits it brings through reducing carbon emissions,
reducing pollution, noise and urban heat island effects and increasing active modes of travel. i

Plan reference

Comments/Recommendations

FAQ

The FAQ could be read as a signpost for key factors about the Aerotropolis. It
focuses almost entirely on jobs and economic issues. As the Aerotropolis
includes a substantial residential component, it would be beneficial to include
aspects related to residential use reflected in the FAQ.

Page 22

The design principles are generally sound, and to encourage walkability we
welcome the commitment to activated main streets (avoiding internalised
shopping malls), squares, parks and streetscapes.

Page 22

The commitment to green canopies is important, not only for heat reduction,
UV filtration and the visual amenity, but for the impact that both of these
outcomes are likely to have on walkability. Future planning will also need to
include other design elements to promote and enhance active transport and
pedestrian amenity, including plenty of seating, gathering spaces, drinking
water fountains, bike lockers or storage spaces.

Aige 34WD

Streets will need to be designed for sharing, with slow speeds mandated and
measures taken to ensure safety fo®al¥i

3. Healthy Food Production within Aerotropolis

Plan reference

Comments/Recommendations

Page 26

Peri urban agriculture is briefly referenced with a Metropolitan rural area
planned to the west of the Aerotropolis, and has been described in the
Western Parkland City District Plan. This is intended to limit urban growth into
these areas.

Rapid urbanisation is likely to result in an overall drop in agricultural
production of 20-40% worldwide". Fresh food grown in peri urban areas has
easy access to local markets and can provide local jobs. Maintaining peri
urban agriculture should be considered as an important aspect of resilient
cities in the face of changing climate and other shocks. The World Health
Organisation (WHO) Healthy Cities program calls for governments to
incorporate food policies into urban plans®.

Page 44

Protection for other agricultural enterprises in the area is unclear. The
proposed SEPP states that agriculture and agribusiness land use zones ‘will
be retained until precincts are rezoned’. While there is mention under 6.1.4 of
some grazing and market gardens, these are clearly on a very small scale and
relate more to open space provision than to serious agricultural production.
We would like to see clearer commitment to peri urban agriculture in the
Aerotropolis.

Experience has shown that without strong ,protectioné and clear policies,
agricultural land will always be vulnerable to market forces, and this is an
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Plan reference | Comments/Recommendations

important point to consider at this stage of the planning process".

4. Noise

Plan reference | Comments/Recommendations

Page 28 In section 4.1.1 the constraints posed by aircraft noise on land use are
described. The approach of using AENC/F 20 is supported generally. We note
that there is no consideration of ground-based noise. This potentially affects
residential areas of the Aerotropolis Core and Northern Gateway. See for
example section 11.6 of the EIS (e.g. Figure 11-10). Residential uses may
need to be further restricted, or mitigation provided at source, through barriers,
or noise attenuation in dwelling construction.

5. Open Space

We support plans to maximise connections to open space, as there are well recognised health
and mental wellbeing benefits to such planning strategies".

Plan reference | Comments/Recommendations

Page 8 With reference to ‘...and allow for a diversity of housing within (EIREESof
centres and{jilillils of parks and open space’ - please clarify whether times
refer to travel by driving or walking, as there is a significant difference.

6. Urban Heat

The LUIIP acknowledges that the Aerotropolis is located in one of the warmest parts of Western
Sydney, and that heat influences the health and lifestyles of residents and workers. SWSLHD
would like to stress the importance of mitigating urban heat effects to support health and
wellbeing.

The new airport, buildings and roads in the region will contribute to urban heat effects unless
effective mitigation strategies are implemented. Urban heat islands are caused by air pollution,
thermal properties of building materials, lack of air flow and heat produced by concentrated
human activity (e.g. air conditioning, industry, transport).

Extreme heat is associated with increased morbidity and mortality. Heat-related health service
activity in Melbourne increased above expected levels within the first 24 hours of an extreme
heat event”. Studies show an increase in ambulance transports, emergency department
presentations and hospitalisations during heat waves*", and there is evidence of an increase in
mortality rates in Australian cities associated with increased temperature*’.

Extreme heat causes heat exhaustion, heat collapse and heat stroke, and can also exacerbate
existing health conditions. Older people, very young children, Aboriginal people and those with
chronic disease are particularly vulnerable to extreme heat. People working outdoors are also at
higher risk of heat stress™,

Plan reference | Comments/Recommendations

Page 8 SWSLHD supports strategies to mitigate urban heat effects including proximity
to South Creek and its tributaries and expansion of the tree canopy (section
4.3.2).
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Plan reference | Comments/Recommendations

Page 38 This section could also explicitly address the issue of urban heat and explore
Section 4.3 — A | other heat mitigation strategies, such as greenroofs, cooling building
sustainable, materials, active travel, heat monitoring and response plans*.

liveable and
green
Aerotropolis

7. Housing Density

We support the grand vision outlined for future Aerotropolis neighbourhoods, but there is a lack
of detail on how this will be achieved in the long term, and what the future communities might
look like, including density, building heights, etc.

SWSLHD is concerned that the ‘streamlined planning process’ will remove ability for local
government and other stakeholders (including Health) to influence the design of urban
environments and their impact on the health of residents.

Density done well may contribute to population health benefits, but higher density housing done
poorly can contribute significantly to poor mental wellbeing, particularly in relation to noise from
traffic and neighboursX. Apartment dwellers in the higher density Aerotropolis Core will be
exposed to noise from the airport as well as from neighbours living in close proximity. As
increased numbers of people are choosing to live in strata developments, there has been an
increase in noise complaints, causing high levels of stress and anxiety for strata residents Xixii

The health impacts of noise exposure may be improved by setting homes, schools and other
services facing away from heavily trafficked routes; reducing and slowing road traffic; using
noise abating road-surfacing materials; and designing housing to improve sound attenuation X"

Plan reference | Comments/Recommendations

Page 18 Initial | The LUIIP states that this housing will be built to minimise noise intrusion, and
precinct will have hiq@er densities comparable to inner city locations. The furthest point
of mixed employment & urban land zone is approximately 6km from the centre

PG of the airport, so soundproofing treatments for housing will be essential to

_ ensure an acceptable quality of life for residents.
Pg. 56 Under ‘Desirable Land Uses’ (Aerotropolis Core) there is no mention of
Expected residential use (only visitor accommodation), but the ‘expected homes’ is
planning Iigted as 8000?.It_ is assumed that the Core will be the location for the bulk of
e e higher density living in Stage 1.

Initial Precincts
— Aerotropolis
Core
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