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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR 
 
 
The Coolamon Shire Council Local Strategic Planning Statement establishes a 20 - year vision for land use 
planning in Coolamon, outlining how growth and change will be managed to maintain the high levels of 
environmental amenity, livability and landscape quality that characterises the Coolamon Shire.  
 
The Statement identifies the special characteristics that contribute to the local identity of the towns and 
villages within the Shire and recognises the shared community values to be maintained and enhanced.  
 
¢Ƙƛǎ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ the Coolamon Shire, along with actions and the means for 
monitoring and reporting on the delivery of the actions.  
 
To achieve our vision in relation to land use planning, we must overcome a number of complex social, 
environmental, economic and leadership issues and challenges.  As a Community our challenge is to 
actively address the issues identified during the consultation that was undertaken in the development of 
this statement so that the future of our towns and villages can be assured. 
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ABOUT THIS STATEMENT 
 
This Local Strategic Planning Statement (LSPS) is about the future of our whole community. It sets out 
the 20-year vision for land use planning in the Coolamon Shire, outlining how growth and change will be 
managed to maintain the high levels of environmental amenity, liveability and landscape quality that 
characterises Coolamon. It identifies the special characteristics that contribute to the local identity of 
the towns and villages within the Shire and recognises the shared community values to be maintained 
and enhanced.  
 
This Statement identifies 10 Planning Priorities ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ for the Shire, along with 
actions and the means for monitoring and reporting on the delivery of these actions.  
 
The Statement ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ b{² DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ directions for land use planning 
contained in the Riverina Murray Regional Plan 2036, released by the NSW Department of Planning and 
Environment in 2017 and is aligned with /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ tƭŀƴ.  

 

PURPOSE OF THIS STATEMENT  
 
The Coolamon Local Government Areas estimated projected population is forecasted to grow from 4342 
people to 5,644 persons by 2039. To manage this growth and change, the Riverina Murray Regional Plan 
establishes a vision and 20 year plan integrating land use, transport and infrastructure planning.  
 
All councils within NSW are required to prepare a local strategic planning statement to act as a link 
between the strategic priorities identified at a regional or district level, and the finer-grained planning at 
ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǇƭŀƴǎΣ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ 
consistency in strategic planning approaches. See Figure 1. 
 
The link or line-of-ǎƛƎƘǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 10 Planning Priorities and the Riverina Murray Regional Plan 
is illustrated in Table 1. 
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POLICY CONTEXT 
 
This Statement has been prepared in accordance with section 3.9 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 (the Act) which requires that it include or identify the following: 
 
a.  the basis for strategic planning in the area, having regard to economic, social and environmental 

matters, 
b.  the planning priorities for the area that are consistent with any strategic plan applying to the 

area and (subject to any such strategic plan) any applicable community strategic plan under 
section 402 of the Local Government Act 1993,  

c.  the actions required for achieving those planning priorities, 
d.  the basis on which the council is to monitor and report on the implementation of those actions. 

 

 

CONSULTATION 
 
Council prepared this Statement by building upon the results of extensive engagement undertaken in 
developing the Community Strategic Plan, during 2017-2018, including community feedback regarding 
what residents most like and dislike about Coolamon Shire Local Government Area, and what residents 
would like to see retained and changed. 
 
The Draft LSPS was presented to Council in late 2019 to confirm the values and planning direction for 
the Coolamon Local Government Area as ŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǇƭŀƴǎΦ  The final LSPS 
was shaped from all community feedback received during the exhibition of the LSPS.  
 
The NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment and other relevant State Government 
agencies were also consulted with as part of a series of technical working group meetings and other 
workshops held throughout 2019. 
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A growing and diverse economy A healthy environment with pristine waterways Efficient transport and infrastructure networks Strong, connected and healthy communities 

 
Direction 1 
tǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ 
agricultural land 
 
Direction 2 
Promote and grow the agribusiness sector 
 
Direction 3  
Expand advanced and value-added manufacturing 
 
Direction 4 
Promote business activities in industrial and 
commercial areas 
 
Direction 5 
Support the growth of the health and aged care 
sectors 
 
Direction 6  
Promote the expansion of education and training 
opportunities 
 
Direction 7  
Promote tourism opportunities 
 
Direction 11  
Promote the diversification of energy supplies 
through renewable energy generation 
 
 

 
Direction 15 
tǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴŀƴȅ 
environmental assets 
 
Direction 16 
Increase resilience to natural hazards and climate 
change 

 
Direction 18 
Enhance road and rail freight links 
 
Direction 20 
Identify and protect future transport corridors 

 
Direction 22  
Promote the growth of regional cities and local 
centres 
 
Direction 23 
Build resilience in towns and villages 
 
Direction 25 
Build housing capacity to meet demand 
 
Direction 26 
Provide greater housing choice 
 
Direction 27 
Manage rural residential development 
 
Direction 28 
Deliver healthy built environments and improved 
urban design 
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Planning Priority 1 
Promote the protection of agricultural land. 
 
Planning Priority 2 
Support agricultural research & development 
opportunities via a flexible and responsive Local 
Land Use Planning Framework. 
 
Planning Priority 3 
Protect Environmental Heritage Assets.  
 
Planning Priority 4 
Promote opportunities for local employment. 

 

 
Planning Priority 5 
Adapt to the impacts and hazards of climate 
change. 

 
Planning Priority 6 
Improve access to, from and within the Coolamon 
Shire, and encourage active transport. 

 
Planning Priority 7 
Advocate to State and Federal Governments for 
development to be supported by Infrastructure 
funding. 
 
Planning Priority 8 
Investigate opportunities for residential and rural 
residential land rezoning 
 
Planning Priority 9 
Ensure that building design and construction is of 
high quality, and maintains resident amenity and 
promotes sense of place. 
 
Planning Priority 10 
Provide diverse housing choices and opportunities 
to meet changing demographics and population 
needs, with housing growth in the right locations. 
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OUR PLACE IN THE RIVERINA  
 
The Coolamon Shire has an area of approximately 2,494 square kilometres and a population of 4,342 
in 2019, comprising the three larger towns of Coolamon, Ganmain and Ardlethan and the smaller 
villages of Marrar, Matong and Beckom. Whilst the area has grown since its establishment, the value 
of past effort is nevertheless appreciated with many heritage buildings and items receiving 
ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ [ƻŎŀƭ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ tƭŀƴΦ /ƘƛŜŦ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛǎ 
the Up-to-Date Store ς incorporating the Mavis Furner Collection and Garth Jones Agricultural 
Collection, which are of State Heritage value. 
 
The Coolamon Shire is one of the richest agricultural and pastoral districts in the Riverina. 
Surrounded by Bland, Narrandera, Junee and Temora Shires and the City of Wagga Wagga. The 
district is renowned for its production of wheat, canola, barley, oats and other cereal crops, as well 
as hay and chaff. Wool, lamb and beef are also important products from the area, with emerging 
agricultural enterprises. The shire contributed an estimated $124 million to the ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǎǎ 
regional product in 2013. 
 
Being located within easy driving distance from Wagga many residents choose to live here as a 
lifestyle choice, many retiring into Coolamon from the farm, being afforded most of the essential 
services of a city with greater housing affordability especially for first home buyers. Residents are 
within easy commuting distance of nearby Wagga and its greater employment opportunities. 
 
There are employment opportunities in the service areas of health, aged care, Local Government 
and in rural based small businessΦ /ƻƻƭŀƳƻƴ {ƘƛǊŜΩǎ ǇǊƻȄƛƳƛǘȅ ǘƻ ²ŀƎƎŀ ²ŀƎƎŀ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ 
information technology, broadband and satellite communication systems have established positive 
opportunities for home-based business, business support and consultancies. 
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COOLAMON SHIRE IN 2019____________________________________________________________ 

 

4,342 
Population 

 

23.4% 
Population 
aged 65 
and over 

 

42 Years 
Median age 

 

40.6% 
Couples 
with 
children 
households 

 

44.8% 
Couples 
without 
children 
households  

12.6% 
Lone 
(single) 
person 
household 

 

2.5 
People per 
household 

 

1827 
workers 

 

 
38.3% 
Have 
occupation 
of 
professiona
l or 
manager 

 

26.3% 
Households 
earn a high 
income 

 

10.2% 
Residents 
aged 15 
years and 
over with a 
Bachelor or 
High 
Degree 

  

COOLAMON SHIRE IN 2039____________________________________________________________ 

 

5644 
Population  

 

30.4% 
Population 
aged 65 
and over 

 

7% 
Population 
growth 
since 2001 
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OUR COMMUNITY  
 
The Coolamon Shire is home to 4,342, with equal number of male and female 
(50% and 50%).  The median age of residents within the Shire is 44.  Children aged 0 - 14 years made up 20.6% of the population, by comparison the state 
average is 18.5 % and people aged 65 years and over made up 23.4% of the population, in comparison to 16.2% within the State.   
 
There are 1103 families with an average of 2.1 children per family.  Of the families in the LGA, 40.6% were couple families with children, 44.8% were couple 
families without children and 12.6% were one parent families. 
 
The Coolamon Shire is an educated community, having financial mobility, with residents having achieved higher levels of qualifications, more likely to be 
employed as professionals, managers, technicians and trades earning significantly higher incomes. In the Coolamon LGA 84.8% of people were born in 
Australia. The most common countries of birth were England 1.4%, New Zealand 0.4%, Netherlands 0.2%, Germany 0.2% and India 0.2%. A small proportion 
of residents require help due to a disability.  
 
The Coolamon LGA has experienced relatively consistent population growth in recent years. The LGA has grown by 7% since 2001. This trend is expected to 
continue, with a projected population of 5,644 by 2039. The most significaƴǘ ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ǎƘƛŦǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƎŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
proportion of residents aged 60 years and over (and particularly those aged 70 years and over) continues to grow. 

 
 

 
  

 

2.5 
People per 
household 
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OUR ENVIRONMENT  
 
The Coolamon Shire Area comprises Village, Primary Production, Rural 
Small Holdings, Infrastructure, Forestry and Public Recreation zones. 
 
Coolamon LGA is predominately an agricultural area, with 2,280 square 
kilometres of its total land area being utilised for agriculture and the 
remaining 214 square kilometres being used for forestry, recreation and 
village/residential land uses (Forestry 54 km2, Recreation 0.5 Km2, 
Residential 61 Km2). 
 
The Agricultural land area of the Shires comprises about 80% of total land 
area which is under cropping, with about 14% either fallow or used as 
pasture. A further 8% comprised open savannah woodland which is 
probably being grazed. The balance consists of ungrazed Eucalyptus 
woodland or dense cypress forest (possibly with interspersed 
Eucalyptus). 

COOLAMON SHIRE ENVIRONMENT__________________________________________________________ 

 

2,280  
square kilometres is 
Agriculture  

 

54  
square kilometres is 
Forestry  

 

0.5  
square kilometres is 
Recreation 

 

61  
square kilometres is 
Residential  
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The environment which makes up the Coolamon Shire is diverse and plays 
an integral role in the economic, social and natural environment makeup 
of the council area. 
 
Like that of much of the Riverina, the landscape of the Shire is gentle 
rather than spectacular. There are no mountainous areas; there is no large 
river; no gorges or peaks. Scenically, the interest springs from subtleties in 
the ground cover and terrain, and in the contrast between the areas of 
remnant native bushland and cultivated fields. Forested areas are small 
and scattered. There are no large water features or storages. 
 
According to Mitchell Resource Intelligence Pty Ltd (February 2002) about 
72% of the land area of the Shire is under cropping, with about 14% either 
fallow or used as pasture. A further 8% comprised open savannah 
woodland which is probably being grazed. The balance consists of 
























































