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The SEPP must have mandatory requirements, particularly for protection and preservation of existing trees. Developers work
according to set limits - if there are no limits and only "considerations" the greediest will win, and communities will lose.

NSW Government needs to collaborate closely with experienced arboriculturists (such as the Institute of Australian Consulting
Arboriculturists). The landscape architects' approach of high level intention statements for retention of existing trees does not result
in tree retention in the real world. And tree retention is more important than planting new trees. Offsets do not work - trees cannot
grow fast enough, particularly where less soil is allocated to their growth.

NSW Government should also employ full time AQF Level 5 qualified arboriculturists who understand the complexities of tree
retention and management in urban and other areas.
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