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PART 3 

Key components of the 
new State Environmental 
Planning Policy 

 

3.11 Design skills:  

The requirements for qualified persons are great. Does NSW have enough of 
these workers currently? It seems counterintuitive to set requirements (possibly 
‘artificially’ driving demand much higher than it currently is) without establishing an 
education and training pipeline. 

3.2.2 Mandatory matters for consideration: 

4. Local living: 

I am concerned that the requirement for housing to be located “within 20 minutes 
walk of local shops” will result simply in developments being designed in 
coordination with the likes of Coles/Woolworths, rather than considering 
walkability more broadly. Being a 20 minute walk from Coles or Woolworths does 
not do much for “local living”. Without a commitment to a lively town centre, all but 
the closest residents will in all likelihood drive to a large supermarket with a large 
car park and drive back again. I am yet to see a ‘town centre’ development 
anchored by a large supermarket become a lively place that locals enjoy spending 
time in. 

5. Street design: 

You have no idea how happy I am to see these inclusions! I just hope that 
requirements are set at a level that works for people, not developers and traffic 
engineers. 

7. Green infrastructure: 

I would like to see something in here about a requirement to provide x amount of 
shade, and to conduct a temperature effect study. Particularly in western parts of 
the state, publicly accessible places that are cooler than the ambient and do not 
require payment to be in (i.e. shops) such as libraries, botanic gardens etc will 
become increasingly useful under a climate change regime. NSW should be 
thinking about this now by ensuring that all residents have access to somewhere 
cool that doesn’t require air conditioning. This section should also consider the 
use of non-native plant species to reap the benefits of deciduous trees. The effect 
of these in year-round use of public spaces in Canberra is astounding. 

10. Density: 

This section refers to “Consideration 10: Housing diversity”. I note that Housing 
diversity is actually located at Consideration 11. 

12. Transport and parking: 

I would like to see more detail here, particularly with regard to precinct planning. 
There is an opportunity to do something bigger and more impactful with parking in 
precinct planning. Centrally located, underground parking lots for example. No 
parking requirements for lots or precincts adjacent to public transit etc. 

18. Tree canopy: 

See comments on 7. Green infrastructure. 

 

PART 4 

Proposed amendments to 
existing State 
Environmental Planning 
Policies 

 

 

 

PART 5 

Relationship with other 
planning instruments and 
policies 

 

 

 

 

PART 6 

Planning pathways 
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APPENDIX A 
Proposed Amendments to the Apartment Design Guide and SEPP 65 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX B 
Proposed New Public Spaces and Urban Design Guide 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX C 
Sustainability in Residential Buildings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional comments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Thank you for your time in preparing this submission.  

 
 




