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There is a lot of vague information with an emphasis on industry. There should be greater recognition that climate change is urgent
and must be acted on in the short term. It should not be diverted into vague pathways that will not bring about essential emission
reduction and delivery targets. These targets are essential if NSW is going to contribute to an environment that will be liveable for
humans and other species.

The SEPP espouses the flexibility approach and invites trade-offs and the undermining of fundamental goals. We need to achieve
best practice at all times and inject certainty for the community and industry.

Quality trees should be retained as a high priority. Tree canopy will cool neighbourhoods and vegetation is important for calming.
Open space targets must be mandatory and can’t be offset by weak alternatives.

BASIX must be maintained and in fact improved to a higher standard. Energy targets (or an alternative higher national standard)
for housing and commercial developments must be enforced. If this doesn’t happen we will be contributing to run away climate
change and condemning young people to more disasters, including floods and bush fires.

The document has to use stronger words that recognise the resilience of our communities in the face of natural challenges. This
must not be just a consideration.

Local councils must have a greater consideration. The approach will lead to a multitude of court cases disadvantaging many
councils that may wish to reject or significantly amend development plans. Councils are closest to the community and frequently
seek community responses. Legal costs will disadvantage councils and their ratepayers.
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